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last Friday.

Zack Huffman
Senior Reporter

The Roslindale Branch
_ Library was perhaps one of
the most happening spots in
Roslindale Village Friday af-
ternoon, as community mem-
bers, politicians and library
officials, packed the stacks
for a birthday bash.

It was fifty long years ago
when the Roslindale library
first opened its doors.

Former Roslindale resi-
dent Leo Entwistle can re-
member when the library first
opened. At the time, he was

While surrounded by local children, Mayor Thomas Menino cut the

living in Roslindale and had be-
gun taking courses at Suffolk
University.

One of those courses, a hu-
manities class, required that he
use a textbook that carried a $7
price tag - a pricey amount in
1961 dollars.

“I came here to do some
studying after I bought the book
and there it was, right on the
shelf,” he said.

Much like the book he could
have gotten away with not buy-
ing, the library has long served
as a gem in the community.

According to Entwistle, the
$350,000 library looked very
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similar when it opened to how
it appears today.

“It was very modern for
those days, almost futuristic,”
said Laura Gang, president the
Friends of the Roslindale Li-

 brary. -

Fast-forward 50 years, and
the building’s exterior may
have aretro feel, but last Fri-
day the atmosphere inside was
entirely festive.

Parents and kids alike
crowded inside 4238 Wash-
ington St. to enjoy music,
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games free food and a general
apprec1at10n for literacy.
Mayor Thomas Menino was
- on hand to cut the cake for the
library’s 50th birthday. Menino,
originally a City Councilor for
Roslindale, praised the commu.
_ nity for getting behind the 1i.
- brary and: Keeping it a vibrant
part of the nelghborhood
“It’s all about you folks get-
tmg involved,” he said.
At the risk of having to
spend the night on the couch,;
- Menino said th :

in 1961

“1 won 't fell you how old
she was,” he quipped.

City Councilors Rob
Consalvo, Stephen Murphy and
John Connolly were all in at-
tendance ,

“This library is an oasis for
families to bring their kids,”
said Consalvo. “It’s the heart
that beats in this community.”

ThlS is a Very active local

s wife was ;
there for the hbraly 5 opemng ~

branch » added Murphy. “I
spent a lot of time at this library
when I was younger.”
When the Boston Public
Library announced early last
year that as many as 10 librar-

ies may have to be shuttered in
order to make up budget short- ,

falls, the Roslindale community
feared that their hbrary might

face the choppmg block, given

its close proximity to the larger

- West Roxbury and Hyde Park

libraries.

Murphy “When it became clear
that there was a problem in
funding, you saw a Tesurgence

_ from the community.” ‘
That concern helped facili-

tate a surge of growth among
the Friends of the Roslindale

'Branch lerary, which contm—

ues fo this day.

“1I think that mobilized : alot
of interest,” said Gang. “I took
over in January and I feel like I

came in and was able to just
ride a wave of support.”

As the library moves for-
ward, Gang said that she hopes

the Friends group cdn help

grow the library’s programs,
espec1a11y the conversational
English program that allows
non-native speakers to help de-
velop their grasp of English
through informal conversation.

Gang Would like to Tecruit

hold a seeond weekly seésmn
“The city’s comnntment to _
_ the library is strong,” said

. “Thls 18 a time to let the
commumty come in and rededi-

cate ourselves to the commu-

nity,” said Gang,
The Friends Group also

plans to take an inventory of the

interior of building to getabet-
ter sense of what could use
work, such as the buﬂdlng 3

_heating or coohng syStem,

“'The Friends Group speaks
to the strength of this hbrary »
Consalvo said.
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